Good Shepherd School

Junior High School Philosophy

Grades 6, 7, 8

We, the junior high school faculty of Good Shepherd School, believe that our students are experiencing a unique transitional phase in their lives and need a special learning environment. We, as certified Christian teachers, strive to follow our school Mission Statement and equip students to lead and succeed through knowledge of their Catholic faith combined with high-quality academic training. We do establish this statement of vision and beliefs for Good Shepherd School.

Good Shepherd School

Mission Statement

   Good Shepherd School is an integral part of the teaching 

ministry of the Good Shepherd Catholic Parish community.

The mission of Good Shepherd School is to 

“Shepherd the Flock”

in a safe, faith-based environment where students

 are encouraged to achieve their personal best.

The educational journey we provide meets the individual 

needs of each learner, promotes life-long learning, 

builds positive self-esteem, prepares them for the challenges

 of  the future, and encourages them to become 

active Christians practicing the Catholic faith.

We recognize that the junior high school years are a challenging and unique time when students:

· discover their individual identities

· establish personal and educational independence

· mature mentally and physically

· adjust to dramatic physical changes

· gradually accept more personal and educational responsibilities

· strive to seek acceptance from parents, peers, and teachers

· further develop complex peer relationships and social skills

We recognize the changes that junior high presents to students:

· the need for personal organizational skills such as time management and study techniques

· developmentally appropriate increased academic demands

· exposure to a variety of teaching styles, personalities, and expectations

We recognize the partnership between students, parents, and teachers as the most effective road to student success. Good Shepherd School teachers provide and encourage:

· open communication with students and parents

· establishing a bond of mutual respect  

· extensive teacher-student communication through student oriented teaching styles

· accessibility to students for additional instruction or questions

· posting of students assignments in the classroom and on teacher web pages as well as the requirement that students will use assignment notebooks

· access to grades on-line for monitoring student progress

The Good Shepherd Junior High department provides:

· a dedicated, professional staff trained for the unique challenges of junior high students

· a structured, developmentally appropriate curriculum

· a variety of teaching strategies which offer each student an opportunity to succeed

· realistic expectations for all students 

· curriculum scaffolding, additional instruction, and educational support opportunities for all students

Recognizing that a student’s self-esteem develops from within and is affected by a strong supportive family, personal success, and social experiences, it is the goal of the Good Shepherd junior high department to provide an atmosphere conducive to academic achievement and growth of positive self-esteem.
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