7th and 8th Grade Literature

Mrs. Murray
The Rules of the Room
1. Respect others.  

"Be  ye Kind "

" Do unto others as you would have others do unto you."

2. When there is not a teacher in the room, stay in your seat.

3. Respect the teacher.  Remain in your seat until class instruction is complete.

4. Respect yourself. Be a self starter; do what is expected of you. Read the board and then read a book!

Everything you need to know about Mrs. Murray’s Class, 

but may forget to ask!

Grades:

· All assignments will be given a percentage grade. Each assignment will be weighted by the computer to calculate the final grade. For example, tests and major assignments will be multiplied by 100% or 200%, daily assignments by 75%, other assignments by 50%.

· Bonus points will be built into tests and occasional extra credit projects will be announced. Students may receive extra credit by writing an additional reading journal entry, by taking an additional AR test, or by posting a novel review on Mrs. Murray’s webpage. (see me for exciting details!).

· Some literature assignments may be redone if the student receives an unsatisfactory grade.  As the end of the grading period approaches, be aware of the cut-off date for grades and allow sufficient time for the assignment to be graded.

Graded Papers and Parent Signs:

· Graded papers will be stapled together in a packet and sent home to parents to be signed on a regular basis.

· Parents should sign the slip on the front of the packet and any paper stamped "Parent Sign" and return the complete packet.

· Parents may have two days to view the packet.  If there is a need to keep the packet longer, parents should sign the packet, have the student show the signature to Mrs. Murray, and at that time the packet may be returned home if needed.

· Grades are given weekly on the Reader Response Journal.  Because the journal is always in the student's possession, it is the student's responsibility to make parents aware of these grades.

Outside reading:

· Students should have a "novel in progress" with them at all times during the school day.  These novels should meet the approval of parents and Mrs. Murray.

·  Students will respond to the novel in a variety of ways in a Reading Response Journal (RRJ).

· Reading journals will be graded on a weekly basis.  Failure to complete the required reading and entry for the week will result in a zero and a notice.

· During the course of the year, the class will read some novels as a class or in small groups.  These novels will have special assignments and will count as the RRJ assignments for those weeks.

· Students will read at least one AR book each quarter and complete the quiz for that book.

· AR quiz results will be kept in the RRJ folder.

Assignments:

· All questions should be answered in complete sentences demonstrating complete knowledge of the material. Grammar, usage, mechanics, and spelling errors (GUMS) will be taken into account as well as content.

· All assignments for the week are posted on the board each day and updated weekly on Mrs. Murray's Web page.

· Students should check the board each day and write ALL assignments in their assignment notebooks.

· Students should carry assignment notebooks to every class; failure to have an assignment notebook can be considered as being unprepared for class and may result in a notice.

· It is the student's responsibility to make sure he/she has all assignments missed because of an absence from class.

The Library


To check out a book from the classroom library, write your name and the title of the book on the tablet on the top shelf.  When you return the book, cross off your name and return the book to the shelf or basket where you found it.  Books on the shelf are arranged alphabetically according to author's last names.


Audio books and tape players are located in plastic tubs on the back-corner bookshelf.  See Mrs. Murray to check out an audio book.  Some class novels are available on tape. Literature book stories are available after school on CDs. 

Publishing ( or Is there a working computer in your house?):

Students will write often in this course and will be asked to publish essays.  If there is not a working computer in your home there are several options:

1. students may use the classroom computer during SRB

2. students may work on assignments during computer lab

3. students may use Mrs. Murray's computer after school

4. students may email  essays to Mrs. Murray at emurray@gsparish.org
5. students may write the essay neatly in ink

"Computer problems" is NOT AN ACCEPTABLE EXCUSE for not turning in a major assignment on the due date.  (Unless the computer exploded and the student's arm is broken!)  The key is do not wait until the last minute.

DO NOT BRING MRS.  MURRAY A DISC or memory stick! When a PAPER  is due it is the student’s responsibility to turn in a hard copy of a paper.

Need Help?


Students may receive help from Mrs. Murray after school or during computer lab. Mrs. Murray is usually in her room each day until 4:00, check earlier in the day or make an appointment if you want to be sure.  Sometimes 10 minutes one-on-one makes a huge difference. Students are welcome to come in and get help with literature homework and papers---its FREE!!! 


If students would like to listen to the CD for the story or use the computer after school they should make an appointment in advance to make sure Mrs. Murray doesn't have a meeting.  Once again, do not  wait until the last minute.  Many of the class novels are on tape.

What to do in Mrs. Murray’s Class:

Things to do first:

1. Come into the room quietly, sit down, and check the front board.

2. If there is a "Get Started" assignment, begin working on it.

3. Get out any homework, assignment to be turned in, or assignment-in- progress and place it upon your desk.  Get out your pen or pencil and literature notebook. Place your book on your desk.  SMILE !
4. Check the assignment board. (Did you finish yesterday's assignment?   Do you have something to turn in? Did you write everything in your assignment notebook?  Are their special notes or reminders?)

5. If Mrs. Murray is not ready to begin and there is no "Get Started Assignment", read your novel.

After the day's lesson has been presented:

1. Work on your assignment (that is why you are here!).

2. Write the new assignment in your assignment notebook even if you finished it! (To prove to your parents you have been working hard!)

3. Wait to be dismissed in case of last minute directions. 

4. Always help keep the room neat and clean by cleaning up your own mess. 

5. Put things where they belong.

6. Sit in chairs. Window shelves, desk tops, and tables are not good places to sit.

7. Ask before you borrow something.

Things you should NOT do:

DO NOT talk to your friends when you should be reading or working.

DO NOT THROW ANYTHING---that means ANYTHING . Notice offense no warning required.

DO NOT  chew gum or eat candy unless it is provided as a reward.  If you received candy in another class, you should ask first.  DO put candy wrappers in the trash.

DO NOT draw on, write on, or carve on furniture, books, walls….anything!

DO NOT tip the desks, four desk legs on the floor at all times, please.

DO NOT do work for other classes in this class. If you have finished, read.

Do remember Mrs. Murray loves you!

